
Some thoughts as we begin: 
More than one in four non-Christians would say they are curious about 
Christianity and what it could mean for their lives. And when you present 
this question to young adults in their twenties and thirties, the percentage 
of those who are curious about Jesus and faith jumps from 26 percent to 
36 percent. This is great news! Not only do the vast majority of your 
friends and neighbors believe in God, but somewhere between one-fourth 
and one-third are currently searching and interested to learn more about 
Jesus. And here is the kicker: 79 percent of unchurched people5 agreed 
with the following statement: “I don’t mind talking to a friend about their 
faith if they really value it.” So within friendship, the vast majority of 
people are willing to talk about spiritual things. (Bless: Location 308) 

What do your neighbors want most? 

1.  Listen without ________________________________________. 

2. Allow them to draw their own ______________________________________. 

3. ______________________________ in sharing your own perspective. 

What was Jesus known as? (Matthew 11:16-19) 

Do you even know any?  Over and over again, Jesus spent time with 
“sinners” - people that even bad people hated. 
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A Personal Strategy for Discipleship 
 

1.  Begin with Prayer 

Luke 6:  Jesus began HIS mission 
with  
 

____________________________. 

Just a thought…  

Prayer is like breathing… 
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By the way… If you are not _______________________________ praying for people 
by name, it’s unlikely God will use you to help change them. 

When you begin with prayer, God begins to change your heart, and you 
begin to feel what God feels for other people. They are no longer projects. 
When God’s Spirit allows you to feel what God feels, you get ideas that 
come from God, like “Send a text to your neighbor to see how he’s doing” 
or “Ask your friend if she’s got time for co!ee this week.” When they ask 
you, “What’s up?” you just say, “I was praying and just thought of you.” 
Often, the timing of those promptings to reach out is remarkable. 

In prayer, we open ourselves to God and the leading of His Spirit. 
In prayer, we focus our minds to recognize His promptings. 
In prayer, we receive the direction  we need to discover the people God 
is calling us to bless. 

 

2. Listen 

Asking questions was central to Jesus’ strategy.  Consider the 
blind man in Luke 18, or his conversation with Peter in Matthew 
16:13-20. (Jesus asked 307 questions and only answered 3 of 
them.  The rest of the time He just listened) 

Listening is hard!  What do most of us do while we’re talking with 
someone? As they’re talking we…. 
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The four “H’s” of Listening to a Person: 

History:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Heart:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Habits: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Hurts: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

How about a Place? 

The four “P’s” of Listening to a Place: 

P____________________ 

P____________________ 

P____________________ 

P____________________ 

(Rich Gorman: Just Step In: Joining God as He Heals Your City) 
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True listening may be the kindest and most loving gift you can give 
someone. 

3. Eat 

Now we’re talkin’.  How many times do we see Jesus eating 
with people?!!  There’s something about sharing a meal 
together! 

Mathew 9:9-13 

You have 28 opportunities every week to eat with someone (I’m including 
co!ee of course)…  
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4.Serve 

Mathew 20:28… yep. 

Consider what Jesus did in John 13:3-17….  

He set aside His _____________________ for an _______________________. 

How can we serve others? (Mark 7:31-37) 

Proximity: 

Personally: 

Powerfully: 

Never forget you have __________________________ to a powerful God. 
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5. Share 

Even Jesus waited until those who were seeking truth were 
ready to hear it.  Over and over again, He spoke in parables 
in order to challenge the crowds, but teach the disciples. 

When Thomas came to Him and asked “How can we know 
the way?” only then did Jesus reveal the truth about Himself. (John 14:5-6) 

What are your excuses? 

Well… let’s get beyond those… 

1. My life before Jesus 

2. How I met Jesus 

3. My life since I met Jesus 
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Write it out… 
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