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The Church - a Study for Christian Leaders 

The Church:   
The greek word is ________________________  

Depending on your transla9on, “church” is used 78 (NET) - 115 (KJV) 9mes in the 
New Testament. 

It means:  an _______________________ or ___________________ out ones.  The root 
meaning is: a gathering of ci9zens called out from their homes into some public 
place, an assembly, but Jesus narrows the focus to mean something very special. 

The first 9me the word Church appears:  MaRhew 16:13ff 

Context (always study the context): 

Petros (masc.) vs. Petra (fem.) 
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When? 

Building His church was a yet-future work of Jesus Christ, for He had not yet 
started the process. He said, I will build (future tense) My church, but His program 
for the na9on Israel had to be concluded before another program could be set in 
mo9on. This is probably why Jesus said not even the gates of hades would 
overcome this program. Jews would understand hades’ gates to refer to physical 
death. Jesus was thus telling the disciples His death would not prevent His work 
of building the church.  

The “called-out assembly,” then, is a congrega9on of believers whom God has 
called out of the world and “into His wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9). The Greek 
ekklesia is the basis for our English words ecclesias9cal (“pertaining to the church”) 
and ecclesiology (“the study of doctrine concerning the church”). 
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